
Renovated classrooms
welcome back students

Nearly 12 months ago the modernization of
Branciforte Elementary began. Now, the renova-
tion of the south end of the building is complete
and the building is fully operational. Once again,
students’ voices can be heard from every corner
of the building. This concludes Phase IV of the
modernization project.

Classrooms have received new interior
finishes, such as flooring, paint, ceiling tiles and
whiteboards, just as was installed in the north
end of the building. The original 1915 wood-
work was refinished. The fire sprinkler and
security systems have been upgraded and cover-
age has been extended. The electrical system
was upgraded and a new data network has been

installed to provide broader internet
access. The computer lab is now in
its permanent home across from the
library allowing for a more synchro-
nized learning environment. Student
restrooms throughout the entire
building have been refinished with
new plumbing, partitions, fixtures
and tile on the floor and walls.
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Right: New computer lab in permanent location

Two refinished classrooms with new

paint, flooring and ceiling tiles
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The new four-story elevator, which
took four months to manufacture in Illinois,
arrived on site completely assembled and
ready for installation. A 70-ton crane was
required to lift the elevator from the truck
and set it in its permanent location on the
east side of the building. Currently, the
hydraulic and electrical connections are
being installed. The elevator will provide
disabled persons better access to the main
building.

The modernization project will wind
down with Phases V and VI, which in-
volve the removal of the portable class-
rooms on the southeast end of campus and
enlarging the play area for students while
also allowing the parking area to be
widened. A new trash enclosure will also
be built to relocate the dumpsters away
from the permanent portable classrooms.
Completion of the project is scheduled for
mid-March 2003.
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Construction Budget Summary

Original Contract Amount $2,194,095.00
Additional Costs $204,905.00
Total Cost to Date $2,399,000.00


